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Motley’s the only wear. SHAKSPEARE, 








Ir has been the common practice of us 
Periodical Paper-makers, occafionally to offer our 
Readers fundry letters and fcraps. As far as 1 can 
judge from my own experience, this kind of, :fare; 
tho’ more eafily procured than any other, is more 
generally acceptable : asa dinner compofed of made 
difhes and kick-fhaws will do the cook more credit, 
whilft it ftands him in lefs expence, than the fineft 
firloin in Chriftendom. 


Tue firft of the letters, which I fhall give to the 
public for to day’s entertainment is from one Mr. 
Timothy Stay, whom I announced in my laft N°. and 
who profeffes the craft and myftery of Stay-making. 
Gg 




























); 


2390 THE COUNTRY SPECTATOR. 


\ 


I thal! publifh it (contrary to my original intention) 
in nearly his own phrafeology, and fubjoin my ani- 
madvertions on the fubject of his complaint. 


To tue Country SPECTATOR. 
Sir, 

IT nive in-———/fire at a market town about 
eightcen miles from our Capital. By trade I am a 
ftay-maker, and have the honor of fupplying all the 
families in our neighbourhood, which enables me to 
fupport myfelf with tolerable comfort. Tam mar- 
ried, and am blefled with three daughters, whom the 
beaus of the place think handfome. Now, Sir, my 
wife is unhappily pofleffed with an extravagant 
idea of following the fafhion of the Metropolis, 
whether decent or indecent. My daughters, of 
courfe, imbibe their mamma’s principles, and by 
their perfevering entreaties gain over my con- 
fent for the buying of bonnets, hats,  tippets, 
muils, caps, thawls, gowns and all the long &c. of 
female attire, juft as the fafhion varies. Being 
naturally of an caly temper, that I may {fatisfy 
my wile, and pleafe her daughters, to all this I give 
my full aflenr, though I muft confefs, not without 
fome repugtancy. But there is a fafhion, Sir, 
lately come out, which I am ufing my utmoft 
labours to prevent my girls from adopting; whilft 
they on the other hand never ceafe to beg my 
permifiion. This new fafhion comes under the 
the appellation of a /oape and a moft difhoneft 
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fhape indeed it is for virgins. It is of various 
growth, and is either a two months fhape, three, 
four, five, or fix, and foontonine. Thefe fhock- 
ing exhibitions my wife and daughters are moft 
earneft to difplay at our next dance ; more particu. 
larly as the miffes our neighbours cannot have even 
heird of fo late, and therefore fo delightful a fafhion. 
gant and 


_* 


My eldeft Daughter, whofe form is ele 
flender, wont be fatisfied under a fhape of /7x 


2 


months gone; my fecond, fomewhat more moderate, 
will be content with four; but my youngeft, a girl 
only fourteen, fays fhe muft have a different fhape 
monthly. Now, Sir, the conteft for and againft, 
becoming very ftrong, and I feeling my inequality 
to combat their united entreaties, [ would beg the 
favor of you, to fet this horrid fafhion in its deferv- 
ing light, and prevent my daughters from throwing 
that ftigma on their characters, with which they 
noft certainly will be branded, if they gain their 
points. They all efteem you in the highelt degree, 
and a fingle admonition from your pen would mini- 
{ter much comfort to, Mr. Spec, 

a4 Yrs. 


om - 7 } ) 7V 
10 April. 1793- Timolby Star, 


My Correfpondent is not fo explicit in his de- 
feription of the /hape, as might be wifhed. He 
feems to prefuppofe, that my Readers are already 
as well acquainted with itas himfelf or the three 
Mifs Stays; which, probably, ts not the cafe. I 
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am informed then (for I have not lately been in 
Town) that the part of female apparatus alluded to 
by Mr. Stay is very prevalent in London, and is com- 
monly called a pad. Ihave not been able to learn 
of what materials it is made, or what is the general 
conftruction of it: but I can form a tolerable idea 
of the figure it muft cut, when it is worn, by ima- 
gining one of the Cork-rumps fo much in vogue a 
few years ago, for want of proper faftening, while 
the wearer went thro’ a narrow paflage, to have been 
diflodged from its poft, and to have taken up its 
quarters in the vax inftead of the rear. Its different 
dimenfions Mr. Siay aptly characterizes by its 
growth in months. It is fometimes, I am told, 
{carcely preceptible, being no larger than the 
cufhion, which is worn in the hair: at other times 


it {wells to the prepofterous fize of a pack-faddle or 
pillion. 


Tue origin of it is fomewhat curious: and I am 
furprized, how my modeft Country-women could 
could fuffer themfelves to be fo completely duped. 
Every body remembers the old fable of the fox, wha 
having loft his tail ina trap, civilly informed his 
acquaintance that tails were out of fafhion, and 
therefore advifed them to undergo amputation. 
Exactly the fame fort of reafoning has been employ. 
ed againft the flendernefs of the female waift. A 
frail fifterhood now refiding in the vicinity of Drury- 


Lane, having themfelves loft their proper fhapess 
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thought they might carry off the affair with a good 
grace, if they could prevail .on the majority of their 
fex to affume fuch fhapes, as thofe condemned by 
Mr. Stay. The artifice fucceeded to a miracle, and 
pads became quite the fafhion. 


Ir is plain, however, that in acceding to the pro- 
pofal, they imagined that their perfons would re- 
ceive fome improvement, or they would hardly 
have come into the fcheme. Iam always happy in 
being able to find plaufible arguments in the defence 
of any thing done by the ladies: but, in the prefent 
inftance, I confefs myfelf ata lofs how to vindicate 
their tafte. The fhape, which the fafhion pretends 
to imitate, however neceffary it may be on particu- 
lar occafions, is not the moft delightful to look 
upon: but the imitation of it I fhould think abfo- 
lutelgdifgufting. As art falls fo far fhort of nature, 
it is an hundred to one, that the trick is feen 
through: and what muft we think of the fair one, 


who has practifed it? 


Over the ladies of London I pretend not to have 
any jurisdiction; at leaft, it is at prefent fo fmall, 
that my commands would meet with little attention. 
I fhall, therefore, leave them in the quiet enjoyment 
of the fafhion : yet I hope to hear of no rapes being 
loft in public companies, but that all who carry 
pads about them, will fo faften them on, as to pre- 
vent mifcarriage. I fhall alfo take it for granted, 
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that thefe pads will never {well above the bulk of an 
ordinary pillow, that the wearers may not incom- 
mode by-ftanders with the enormity of their cir- 
cumference. It would fhock my delicacy to be 
informed, that ladies were meafured for their pads 
or had them, when made, tried on, by Men-Milli- 
ners or Men-Stay-makers, as it might be as well, 
that this part, at lea{ft, of the female drefs fhould be 
conducted by women only. I fhould wifh too thar 
no Mafter or Miftrefs of a family would fuffer them 
to be worn by girls under the age of the youngeft 
Mifs Stay ; and I fhould be forry to find that they 
are ufed by fpotlefs old Maidens, who have paft 
either of the grand climacterics. Thefe two latt 
claufes proceed from my utter averfton to the ridicu- 
lous, and from my refpect to the celebrated maxim 
of Horace, which is nolefs applicable to the art of 
drefs than to that of Poetry: 
Fifta voluptatis caufa fint proxima veris. 
Fiction to pleafe muft wear the face of truth. 

But in the Country where my authority is confeffed- 
ly fupreme, it would be folly to ufe entreaty inftead 
of command, efpecially as the evil has not yet 
broken out among us, or might eafily be checked 
by timely feverity. I, therefore, ftriétly forbid all 
women of whatever rank or age refident without 
the bills of Mortality, to be with pad on any pre- 
tence whatever; or fuppofing any of ihem to be 
already in that condition, 1 exprefsly command 
them to be immediately delivered. 




















GA 


(or 0 seep aaag 








cata 





THE COUNTRY SPECTATOR. 235 


Tue following note is from a perfon, who it 
feems, is a better writer than fpeaker. 
Sir, 

J LaTeLy put up for the place of Crier or Bell. 
man of our Town, and had the misfortune to lofe 
my election. The office was beftowed on a man, 
who is totally unfit for it. Nobody can underftand 
a word that he fays. He has a fmall puny voice 
and talks fafterthana magpye. The reafon given 
why I was thrown out was, that I have an impedi- 
ment in my fpeech, or in other words, I ftutter; and 
to be fure it would take me full a minute to get out 
O Yes! tho’ when I had once broken the ice, I could 
goon {moothly all the way to God /ave the King. 
But I maintain, that when a man’s lungs are good, 
a little ftammering is very ufeful in fecuring atten- 
tion. I wifh, Sir, you would confider this fpecies 
of oratory, and tell all good people, that {peaking 
with the volubility of a parrot is not half fo necef- 
fary a talent in a Bell-man, as the being able to 
draw a crowd together and giving them time to di- 
geft what they hear. 
aneneee Yr. moft humble Servt. 


is April. 1793. Stephen Stammer. 


Tue next letter I do not fullycomprehend. The 
writer of it feems to have been dreaming fomething 
about Country Banks, and, as I rather fufpect, is hot- 
tile to thofe eftablifhments: but as the Banks in this 
County are of indifputable credit, I fhall boldly pub- 
lifth his note. 
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To rue Country SPECTATOR. 
Sir, 


Tue other day I had occafion to pafs thro’ a toll- 
gate in your neighbourhood. The demand made was 
three-half-pence: but unlucklily I had forgotten to 
take my money out of the pocket of the breeches, 
which I had worn the preceding day, and had not 
about me one fingle farthing to make my way with. 
After a long difpute with the man at the gate, I juft 
recollected that I had in my great-coat pocket one of 
your N. IToffered it to the fellow defiring him to 
give me change. The booby gaped, and then fell a 
Jaughing. Knowing, however, that Paper-credit is 
rather low at prefent, I readily forgave him, and ten- 
dered it to him to difcount at one half-penny, which 
is an allowance of exactly twenty-five per Cent. He 
grew ferious, and aiked me whofe note it was? I 
told him it was drawn by the Country SpecTaTor 
anp Co. and was worth two-pence in any part of 
the kingdom. “ Aye, aye,’ fays the fellow, “I 
“ thought it was fome Country Paper or other; but 
«] fhall take nothing but the Bank of England.” 
So I had to turn my horfe’s head and go home, ele- 
ven miles of bad road, to fetch three half-pence. 
Now, Sir, I have only to beg, that you will efta- 
blifh your credit on a better footing, or elfe iffue no 
more of your /wo-penny notes. 
qeeeee Yr. injured Servt. 

17 April. 1793. Humphrey Turnagain. 
S. 











